8th Sunday after the Epiphany (a)
February 27, 2011

Isaiah 49:8-16a;  1 Corinthians 4:1-13
Matthew 6:24-34
24 "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth. 25 "For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 "Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they? 27 "And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life? 28 "And why are you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin, 29 yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these. 30 "But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith! 31 "Do not worry then, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear for clothing?' 32 "For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 34 "So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
If you want to have power over a man, make him scared.  A person living in fear—that fear drives and controls.  We will do almost anything to relieve ourselves of fear.  Put him under fear, and a man’s whole existence can become a grasping for a lifeline, a search for an escape.

This can, of course, be done right in front of a man.  Raise a sword over his head, threaten his family, and fear can be seen twisted on the face.  We see this going on all the time, as those driving tanks try to bring fear to those holding signs in Libya or other places.

But a man can also be put under fear not by what is put in front of his face, but by what is assigned to tomorrow.  Politicians throughout the ages have known this.  If you can create a crisis, create fear in the hearts of people, you can have them doing almost anything, supporting almost any program.  Whether the fear is rational or not need not matter.  Hitler was able to create a fear of the Jews, even though the Jews in his land had no armies and had killed no one.  

You just put something fearsome on the horizon, you scare people with a looming crisis, and you can manipulate them into doing almost anything to save themselves from the fearsome thing awaiting. 


There is an ugly truth here.  Whatever causes a person fear, controls him.  If a man fears dying of hunger, he’ll lie in order to eat bread.  If a Hollywood starlet fears looking fat, she’ll lie in order to not eat bread.

To see what your fears are, you need only to consider what your worries are, what causes anxiety in your life.

What causes you to fear?  That becomes your god, driving everything you do, including how you treat others.


Jesus wants no one to be driven by false gods.  He wants no one to live in fear.  Matthew 6:25:

"For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?”

Jesus speaks of life in a strange way: Is not life more than food, the body more than clothing?

But aren’t these the things of life?  Food, clothing, house, home, family, friends?  What is life, if not these things?  And if we are not to be worried about these things, then what is to concern us? What is this life of which our Lord speaks?  

Matthew 6:30

[Jesus said,]  "But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith! 31 "Do not worry then, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear for clothing?' 32 "For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.  So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”
What is the life of which Jesus speaks, the life not understood by our world, not found in the accumulation of clothing or food or drink, the life which is not subject to the fear of losing these things?

It is the life of the heavenly Father, the life of his kingdom and his righteousness.  

In this life given by the heavenly Father, we live in faith, knowing that his own Son is the Lord of everything in our lives.

In this life, we live in his kingdom.  It is his kingdom of grace, his kingdom where all things come to us by his way of gifts.  This is the kingdom of God that we learn of in the Catechism when it says,

God’s Kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us his Holy Spirit, so that by his grace we believe his holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity.
Finally, the life given by the heavenly Father, this life in God’s kingdom, it is the life of his righteousness.  

God’s righteousness is not just the righteousness that describes him because he is holy and righteous, but, for our comfort, for the gift of life to us and our families, it is the righteousness he imparts to us.  It is his Word speaking us forgiven of all sins, his Word imputing to us and our families all the innocence and righteousness of his own Son, Jesus, so that we stand before him righteous, all by grace.

When you stand before God as one who has been declared innocent by virtue of the blood of Jesus, when you stand before God as one belonging to his kingdom not by any worthiness of your own but purely by grace, when you stand before God righteous, then you have nothing to fear.

What is there on Earth, after all, to bring anxiety to the person who stands before the face of God with no fear?  What worries will keep the man up at night who knows that God is pleased with him all according to the gift of grace?


So Jesus, wanting no one to live in fear, wanting all to stand in the confidence of the Gospel, says,

Do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself.  Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.
Jesus doesn’t let us get lost in a future that we do not yet know.  He takes our eyes off of the distant horizon, and he fixes our eyes on today, on what is happening right in front of us.  Because that’s where we live!  That’s where he sets us to serve our families, to help our neighbor, to be a brother, a sister to our fellowman.

We can’t serve our neighbor right here and right now, today, if our concern is what we are afraid of tomorrow.  Your concern, says the Lord, is your neighbor.  All the things on our plates today—getting the kids to school on time, getting to work, meeting the appointments, going to the store, paying the bills—these are the way our Lord has us taking care of our families and serving our neighbor.  Are these things not enough, are they not sufficient for the day, says the Lord.  Do we need more?

Do not be anxious about tomorrow, says our Lord.  Make your plans, yes.  Set up your savings account to help out in retirement, yes.  Fix the roof on your house if it is leaking, make sure the oil is changed in the car, yes.  But do not worry, do not be anxious, live in no fear.  For I, Jesus, am your Lord, I cleanse you from your sin, and I stand you before by Father in my own righteousness.  You belong to his kingdom.

Jesus would have no one to live in fear.

Is there something on the horizon causing worry?  Then pray to my Father, let him hear your plea, for he is your Father, too, says Jesus.  Pray to him, Father in Heaven, your kingdom come; let your will be done on Earth, here in my life, as it is done in Heaven. 

For all those troubles that are sufficient to today, pray to him.  For those suffering in Libya, in Egypt, pray to your Father that the innocent may protected, the families may be kept safe, and those in authority may rightly fulfill their offices to protect those under their care.

For those suffering from the earthquake in New Zealand, pray for health and that food and relief would be provided.

For our neighbors, especially those living in fear, pray that they may hear the Gospel, and speak to them in the kindness of Jesus.

For our families, take care of them, encourage, bring comfort, and pray for the Lord’s care.

All these things belong to today.  Right now.  Are these concerns not sufficient?  Do not be anxious about tomorrow, says Jesus.  And do not fear today, for you belong to my Father who is in Heaven, and he hears your every prayer. 

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
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MATTHEW 6:24-34

